Reading Intent
	“Our Reading curriculum is designed to create confident, lifelong readers the Wray Common Way.”
Our intent at Wray Common is to ensure every child becomes a confident, fluent reader who finds joy and purpose in written language. We believe that reading is a key life skill, not only as a gateway to academic success but as a foundation for lifelong opportunity. To achieve this, we provide high-quality, ambitious reading experiences across the curriculum, enabling children to access, interpret and appreciate a rich range of texts. Early reading is taught through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme, ensuring that every child develops secure phonics knowledge from the outset. Our curriculum is thoughtfully designed to immerse pupils in high-quality literature, nurture a love of reading and provide targeted support where needed, so that all children grow as confident, capable readers ready for the next stage of their education. Reading is woven into the daily life of our school through stories, discussion and exploration. Every child is championed as a reader - leaving Wray Common not only able to read but inspired to do so.
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             Ambitious

· Our commitment to a language-rich environment begins in EYFS, where talk and communication are integral to every area of learning, and continues to be embedded throughout pupils’ primary experience.
· In Reception, all children begin to secure the phonetic knowledge needed to decode words and read independently. Phonics teaching progresses at pace and continues throughout the school until every child becomes a fluent, confident reader.
· Ongoing assessment ensures that every child reads books matched to their individual stage, providing the right level of support and challenge as they move towards reading widely and independently from the full world of children’s literature.
· Comprehension is taught through the key reading domains - such as retrieval, inference, vocabulary in context and summarising - using engaging, age-appropriate approaches that develop confident, proficient readers.
· We hold high expectations for all children, providing challenge to deepen comprehension skills and targeted support where needed so that every child can achieve success as a reader.
	[image: ]
Connected

· Texts are carefully connected to wider curriculum themes, enabling children to deepen their understanding of historical periods, geographical contexts and key concepts while embedding rich subject-specific vocabulary. For example, in Year 4’s topic Temples, Tombs and Treasures, pupils explore a range of non-fiction texts about Ancient Egypt to build meaningful links between what they read and their historical knowledge.
· Each year group takes part in three half-termly ‘Book Club’ units, during which pupils explore a high-quality text in depth across all reading lessons. These units allow teachers to model the behaviours of proficient readers and guide children through the journey of understanding and enjoying a complete novel.
· Reading enables children to connect with the wider world, engaging with texts that explore current and meaningful issues. This helps pupils develop empathy, broaden their perspectives and understand their place within a global community. For example, Year 6 read Refugee by Alan Gratz to explore the experiences of those fleeing conflict, and How Humans Conquered the World to examine humanity’s impact on the planet.
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 Immersive

· From the very start in EYFS, children at Wray Common are surrounded by language-rich environments, brought to life through engaging storytelling, high-quality picture books and purposeful opportunities to explore new vocabulary.
· Children are immersed in stories through shared reading, role-play and drama, deepening their understanding of characters and plot. For example, in their first term, Reception pupils learn and perform the much-loved story Giraffes Can’t Dance, bringing the text to life in a memorable and meaningful way.
· We offer two inspiring library spaces: our cosy, ‘Enchanted Library’ for younger readers -filled with captivating picture books to support early reading -and a dedicated KS2 library stocked with a wide range of genres to appeal to diverse interests. Both libraries are proudly supported by our Year 6 librarians, who help maintain a welcoming and vibrant reading environment.
· Our school reading dog provides a unique and motivating experience for pupils, encouraging children to read aloud with confidence and helping to foster a genuine love of reading.
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