History Intent
	“Our History curriculum is designed to create young historians the Wray Common Way.”
Our intent is to inspire pupils’ curiosity about the past through engaging, chronological learning. We aim to develop understanding of Britain’s history and that of the wider world, encouraging critical thinking, questioning, and analysis of primary and secondary sources. Through topics like ancient civilizations, significant individuals, and local heritage, pupils will learn to understand change, continuity, cause and consequence. We strive to build historical vocabulary, knowledge, and skills, fostering respect for diverse societies and a lifelong interest in history.
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                   Ambitious

· Set high expectations for all historians, providing appropriate challenge and support to enable success. 
· Across the school, children are taught accurate and relevant vocabulary e.g. Reception use key words like ‘extinct’ when learning about dinosaurs.
· Use evidence, draw conclusions and develop historical arguments to teach pupils to think and work like historians.
· Use structured retrieval practice, including homework, to help knowledge ‘stick’ and build over time.
· Combine key historical skills with rich content to deepen understanding.
· Empower children to engage with complex ideas and form informed views about the past compared to present day.
· Ensure all children, including those with SEND and PP, can access and succeed in History.
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 Connected

· Our History curriculum is carefully sequenced’ through end points’ to build and deepen understanding.
· Every classroom has a historical timeline that is actively used, to support chronological learning.
· ‘Golden threads’ of society, power, legacy, and nation act as conceptual anchors, helping pupils make meaningful connections across different periods.
· Local area studies encourage connection school e.g. Year 3 look at historical landmarks in Reigate.
· Develop understanding of continuity, change, cause and consequence e.g. in Reception, some grandparents share about how their childhood differed to modern day.
· Learn about diverse global histories, like Mary Seacole in Year 2 and the Kingdom of Benin in Year 6, help children develop a sense of identity, empathy and global citizenship.
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  Immersive

· History at Wray Common is brought to life through enquiry-based learning e.g. starting each topic with a compelling question to spark curiosity and recap prior learning.
· Children are encouraged to step into the shoes of historians, using empathy and sharing opinions through effective talk.
· We use a range of hands-on activities, artefacts, storytelling, drama and high-quality texts to engage pupils e.g. in Year 1 houses are created and set on fire (Great Fire of London), Year 2 are visited by ‘Florence Nightingale’, Year 4 have a Roman Day and Year 6 participate in Victorian Day. 
· Pupils are encouraged to use CAPTURE skills as they ask questions, reflect, persevere and explore ideas in depth.
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